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Interview with Ms. Maria Vizcarrondo De Soto 
Mon. 5/19/97 10:15 to 11:50 A.M. 


1. In what ways were you involved with Aspira? 


Aspirante part of a center club based in Manhattan on 14th Street. 
Tina Mercado, Isaura Santiago, Alice Cardona were all involved. 


In 1971-12 worked as a vounteer. My sister was Director of Passaic County/Paterson 
center. 

That;s when Nelly Po-Paterson councilwoman 

Joey Torres-Councilman Paterson were Aspirantes. 

I was working part time with Grizel to formulate the Health Careers Program. 

I started the health careers club at the HS level. Grizel did the college and medical 
schhool piece. 


Aspira did the first heath fair in Newark. Before it bacame a big thing. CMD, Lions club 
were recruited to help. The students put together a bilingual Health Resources Directory 
they actually went out into the community and researed the information and put it 
together. 


Aspira programs bbecame the of the model of Aspira. Jersey city, Newark ran 
exclusively on Talent Search money for a time no one will give us the credit for it but if 
you look at the program you can see all of the aspira components. US Dept pof 
Education. 


1 received a scholarship through Aspira to go to graduate school at Columbia University. 
While in graduate school did a videotape what ever happened to ? Featured Maria and 
her sucess and return to higher education. Video 

19) 

What was her role as exec dir: 

Save the org. Major deficit. Leadership development component was not functioning. 
Funding was just not available during this period funding sources did not want to hear it. 
so org solely relied on educational guidance counseling piece. Health careers also. 
Porblem was that we were in competing withSchools with high drop out rates 

Dept of ed did not recognize aspira as education center for fjunding. 


My idea was that we had to build lieadership develop leavership. 


GU did plant seed for more corporate funding to come it when it was clear that 
governemnt funding counld not be relied upon. 


Bd. of sponsors was statreed small scale by GU, Lenhan etc. 

Luncheon was converted to a money maker. Talent search money had dried up. 
Board went thru changes. We lost touch during HaHe time philopshical difference. 
balance that Puerto Rican Aspira clubs ennbrace entire community/ 

Luggi understood well puerto ricans were focus. 

40% ohter than pur ricans in agency 

Expansion: 

PA did no work out competition did not let us in 

guillermo beytah PR action board 

NB Tomorrow 

Cambden PeW trust wanted to fund Youth programs 

Rafael Valentin 

Convince freeholders to give us $30,000 

very political may primas started youth sevs comission gavie all his people big salaries 
but they werent doing anything for kids. 

Camden center is at Glassboro state. 


got support from Joes Robters 
Eric clos Maria greenwall (dead) 


Medina a police officer then and concilman helped aspira link up to school through the 
board of educaton in Trenton 

Trenton | yr later gov Kean very supprotive. Featured Aspria in the stae of the state 
address. introducated us to Head of DCA they gave us money and the Mecer county 


core of volunteers 
alumni have positions of access to resources leverage different benetfits 
membership and contributions core of alumni 


Newark starts the Aspira Youth Congress Run by Students kids were spokespersons. 
Nellie Herrera of the Do Something Newark Came out of this congress, 


Aspira is a movement because it is a spring board for professionals. connections. 
Aspirantes are out there willing oto help 


Aspira has become intititionalized in its local community. Somehow it will always 
sustain intself in its local areas because people recognize the need and the work it does. 


The Fajardo summit 1985 Where all aspira directors got together to develp a master plan 
for the agency: Victoria Hernandez Fla 
Angelor gonzales ny 
manny ortiz 
hilda Pr 
Aida sanchez chicage 
Public policy program groew out of this Aspira yuth congress. 


Look for Aspira demands UMDNJ Grizel and Alfonso Roman PR congress 
to create school recriti retain pr's 
Tom Ortiz Marino Vega 


Aspira has been able to remain faithful to its mission. When money was plentiful for 
domestic violence we did not go for it. 


Aspoira ahas not been able to use the technology to its best advantage. 
There is no such thing as an exalumni of aspira exaspirante onece an aspirante always an 
aspirantw. 


